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TRIAL BY ORDEAL (1828) : 
When I first come down here, in 1 828, I resided for three months at Spring 
Hill , not for from the old Dopto Rood, where I carried on my business of boot-
making. The blocks were very numerous in the district ot that t ime, especia lly 
about the Tom Thumb lagoon, Mullet Creek and the l a ke for they lived mostly 
upon fish. Whi ls t resid ing at Spring Hill about 100 blocks, including gins and 
their chi ldren, assembled one afternoon in front of my house, and not fo r distant. 
This gathering was mode up of blocks from d ifferent ports of the district, but 
were only portions of those in the d ifferent ports. They assembled to punish one 
of their number, o blockfellow, for ta king another man's g in. They w ere o il 
pointed , after the fa sh ion of savage warriors w ith p ipecloy. and they wore 
feathers a nd other things to g ive them o warlike look. On inquiry, I found from 
the most intell ig ible of them that the culprit was to stand o ce.rtoin number of 
spears being thrown at him. This was his punishment. The man whose gin hod 
been token was the man who threw the spears. The culpr it was a llowed o shield 
beh ind which he could nearly hide himself. The thrower hod his spears - about 
o d ozen - slung on his bock. They were a sort of reed, pointed w ith stone or 
iron. The crowd formed into two w ings, the two principals being between, one 
at each end . The man with the spears often pretended to throw to see if he 
could catch his opponent unawares, a nd the culprit would dodge and crouch 
down behind his shield. Some of the spears went over his heed a nd some were 
broken on the shield . The blocks were good marksmen , being very quick in the 
eye, a nd they were just as qu ick at using the sh ield . The thrower did o good 
deal of ' ' yo bbering' ', but what it was a ll a bout I could not tell . When all the 
spears hod been thrown the man who hod been the target wa lked away unhurt. 
As he was sa fe and sound he was considered victorious. 
It then began to get dark, a nd the g ins lit the fires . They stripped the 
bark off t i- trees and loy down upon it beside the fi res. When the da rkness come 
on they held o corroboree. The culprit was token bock into the fold a nd we lcomed 
by his fellow s with open arms. The corroboree was kept up till 9 or 
10 o'clock, and when it was over they oil loy down, and remained there till next I 
morning, when they dispersed to their respective docolities. Samuel Foley, the 
only blacksmith here ot the time, ond the first in llloworro, w ith his famil y, 
witnessed the event os well os myself, but no other white people sow it. Foley's 
house was beside where I was living. 
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